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Acronym / Full Name & Certifying Body Key Purpose
Certification
DBE Disadvantaged Business Enterprise Helps socially and economically disadvantaged
(DOT / GDOT / USDOT) U.S.-owned small businesses win transportation-
related contracts
MBE Minority Business Enterprise (NMSDC | Supports minority-owned businesses (51%
or state-level) ownership and control) in corporate and govt
procurement
WBE / Women’s Business Enterprise Certifies women-owned businesses and offers
WOSB / (WBENC) / Women-Owned Small special access to federal and private sector
EDWOSB Business & Economically contracts
Disadvantaged WOSB (SBA)
8(a) 8(a) Business Development Program Nine-year program for socially & economically
(SBA) disadvantaged businesses includes training, sole-

source federal contracts

SDB / SDB Small Disadvantaged Business (SBA) | SBA self-declared status; useful in SAM.gov for

(self-cert) federal contracting visibility
HUBZone Historically Underutilized Business Supports small businesses in distressed zip codes;
Zone (SBA) requires HQ and employees to be HUBZone-based
VOSB / Veteran-Owned / Service-Disabled Certifies veteran-owned (51%+) businesses;
SDVOSB Veteran-Owned Small Business (VA) SDVOSB adds requirement of service-connected
disability

DWC Enterprise provides informational content and resources intended to assist small businesses in understanding and navigating the business certification process. The information presented is
for general guidance only and is compiled from publicly available sources. While we strive to keep all content accurate and up to date, we make no guarantees, or warranties, express or implied,
regarding the completeness, reliability, or accuracy of the information provided. Certification requirements, eligibility criteria, agency procedures, and platform guidelines may change at any time
without notice. DWC Enterprise is not affiliated with, endorsed by, or acting on behalf of any certifying body or agency. We do not guarantee approval, certification, or contract awards. Users of
our resources are solely responsible for reviewing current requirements and making decisions regarding their application or business. By using our materials or participating in our programs, you
acknowledge and accept that DWC Enterprise is not liable for outcomes resulting from the use of this information.



